Haiti update 

10-04-2011

Hi family and friends,

Here is another update from the beautiful country of Haiti, ‘the pearl of the Caribbean’.  In this little bit more than one week a lot of things have happened.  The Haitian people chose their new president, and that turned out into a nice party. Some gun shots, lot of drunk people on the streets. Knowing that was going to happen we stayed at the house and helped out here. 

On the day before that we drove back home from ministry and ended up in a Haitian traffic jam, chaos everywhere. At one point this motorcycle came driving by with two men on it and started yelling at the guy in front of us. Of course I couldn’t understand a thing they were saying. But then one of them stepped off his motorcycle and pulled a gun on this guy in front of us. I pushed my students on the floor of the pick-up truck and told them to stay down. Thank God, nothing happened and they drove of again. But this was very interesting. 

Another day we went to do ministry at an orphanage.  This orphanage was outside of Port-au-Prince. It was between all these tents that were spread out over about 4 miles along this mountain/hill. It was super dusty and dry and it felt like it was hotter here than in the city. I don’t know if it was true but it sure did felt hot out there. After we drove about 1 mile of of the main road we arrived at the orphanage. It was pretty shocking. We saw these small tents surrounded by barbed wire. No kids anywhere, until I heard this singing coming out of one of the bigger tent. There they were, about 25 kids singing for us. These kids were covered by dust, sweat and smelled, but all I saw were kids that needed a hug, love and joy. So that’s what we did, we did some skits for them and sang some songs and then played some games. After that we just hung out with them and had fun. I was taking a picture and when I looked down there was this little boy looking at. He was sick and looked really tired. I went down on my knees and opened up my hands to see if he wanted to be held. He grabbed my arms and didn't let go until he fall asleep in my arms. His big brother came also to me and asked if he could also sit with me. Of course he can. So I held him as well. After a while he put his head into my neck and squeezed me, look up again, and asked if he could come with me home. They lost their parents during the earthquake. When he asked me to take him home it just broke my heart. And just realized that they don't have a daddy to cuddle with or a mom for them to take care of. I teared up and just hugged them, gave them a kiss on the head and just kept hugging them. I didn't know what to do but doing this. 

I was heart broken the rest of the day. Then coming back at the house that we are staying at felt so weird to me. I didn't know how I needed to feel about my life. So I wrote out some stuff about complaining and just life. 

But I can never forget those children and their faces. 
My team is doing really good. I’m so proud of them, and so happy that I’m able to lead this team. This morning (Sunday 10-04-2011) instead of going to church I had to go to the hospital with one of my students. She got bitten by some insects and they got infected and she was having a fever. So I told my team that I’m going to take her to the hospital right away. The rest of the team still went to church and ended up doing the whole service, which was not planned at all. But they did more than great, two of them shared their testimony and they did a drama called ‘everything’. (if you don’t know it look it up on you-tube)

Back to the hospital where I was at with my student. They looked at her and took some blood for tests. They also put her on an IV. While we were waiting for the test results and the IV. I helped out the doctors and nurses with what I could, guide people to the waiting area, holding peoples papers, translating, holding a small bucket for this little boy that was throwing up time after time. So even while I’m waiting at a hospital I still had the opportunity to serve others. It was so great! I had an amazing day. My student got some anti-biotic from the doctor, there was nothing serious going on. Thank God.

This has been just a couple of things in the last week here in Haiti.

Next week more good story’s from This beautiful country.

Love and Blessings,

Bob
