March 27, 2011

Dear Family and Friends,

In my last update I said that I would share a little bit more over what I’m going to do on my trip to Haiti. First this trip will not be a vacation, lying on the beach all the time just relaxing. No this is going to be intense, it is going to be hard, shocking and not be easy. Haiti is right now a 4th world country, one of the few. It is a country that still is a big chaos. Mainly because of it’s corrupted government. But we are going to make a change!

What is this trip about? 






          

Well this trip is considered the outreach-phase of our DTS. Remember the school that I did and then went to Thailand. Well this is the same only this time I’m a staff and we are going to Haiti. So we have a team of 10 people right now, including me.    

These are my team members;

Dorothea, age 23 from Switzerland. She did her DTS with Me in 2009, so this is not the first time we have worked together. She is a great servant leader and have given me and the team great support. Dorothea is a firm believer in positive attitudes and has amazing inside on situations. Her laughter and encouragement really bring life to the team.

Stefanie Sliger, age 18 from Texas. She graduated high school last spring and felt called to put college on hold for a time to go deeper into God. She has an amazing leadership and pastor/teacher anointing. When she speaks, people listen and where she goes, people follow. She also brings lots of energy to the team.

Rachael Loh, age 27 from Malaysia. She might seem quiet and unassuming from the outside, but when she speaks words of wisdom come out. She is so filled with the Holy Spirit and it shows through her gentleness, her words of encouragement and her humility. She has an anointing for emotional healing that I know will come in handy not only in ministering to the people of Haiti but in our team as well.

Emily Crane, age 18 from Morocco/Minnesota. She is a person of joy and joy to the fullest. She has a great anointing of deliverance on her life. Someone who sees the person for who he or she is and goes to the root of things and helps them. She has wisdom and she is an amazing encourager. 

Summer Zhu, age 18 from Australia. She had originally joined the India team but felt like God was calling her to switch after about a week. She is always laughing and making others laugh- definitely filled with the joy of the Lord! She also has amazing musical ability and a real worship anointing. She will not only be able to bring people into worship but she will also be able to bring healing and deliverance to people through her.
Ryan Vermooten, age 24 from South Africa. He was a last minute addition to our DTS, and arrived halfway through the second week of the school! But that was clearly an act of God as he has been a huge encouragement to me and a great asset to our team. As a vegetarian, he is the only member of our team who is genuinely excited by the beans-and-rice diet we'll be enjoying while in Haiti. He has amazing photography and videography skills, having done several YWAM schools in these fields, and has an anointing of creativity on him!

Holly Leeming, age 20 from the UK. This young lady is on fire. With a powerful testimony and now calling on her life she will heal other in through that and heal them not only emotionally but also physically. Haiti will be talking about her for a long time after we’re gone.  

Rachel Brighton, age 20 from Pennsylvania. She was a junior in college without a major, who decided to take some time off to seek God's will for her life. Since being here, she has found new life in the Holy Spirit. She has a "sledge-hammer" anointing, to break down walls and breathe the Holy Spirit into the lives of everyone she encounters.

Jesse Blair, age 25 from Washington. Our whole team was excited to have another man! His goofy nature will keep us all laughing. Not to mention he balances out the guy-girl ratio a little. He also has a lot of experience with construction, which we'll be doing a lot of. A solid man of God is always welcome in our team

Well this is my team. I’m super proud of these guys and probably as you noticed a lot of people with great callings on their lives. So you will be hearing amazing stories from Haiti.

What will we be doing there in Haiti?

We will be mainly focusing on 3 things; Re-building Haiti, Children/Hospital, street ministry. We are going to do this in 2 cities in Haiti; Port au Prince and Gonaives.

Re-building Haiti;
We are supper excited to be a part of this, we are not only going to help building houses for families. But we are also going help build and support a pastor from Gonaives. Pastor Maula has been given a huge piece of land and has got a dream. We are going help build and support his dream. As we help him to reach out to the city, for which he has a heart for. 

Children/hospital;

I have a huge heart for children and lucky me so does the team. We will be reaching out to the children in orphanages and kids in the streets. We are going to show them the love of Christ and acceptation in Him. We want to show how beautiful they are and give them hope for the future. Also we want to reach out to the hospitals, we don’t know yet how much we can do this. But as a team we believe that Jesus died for all our sickness. And believe in His healing power. In a lot of the hospitals people are just waiting to die. There are almost no doctors and the doctors rather work for them self because then they make more money. So the people who are waiting in the emergency room are just waiting to be lucky and get help or they will pass away right there. We are going in there and make a change. Give people life, love and hope. 

Street Ministry;

Besides evangelizing we will go into the streets and see where we can meet a need. We will ask God to lead us for who we can pray and ask Him what to say to that person. I believe that my God is a personal God, so He wants to meet the people in Haiti right where they are at and not just talk to them according to what our little booklet says. 

Sorry for this humongous long update on Haiti. But as you can see I’m really stoked to go and see what God wants to do there in Haiti. 

During my stay in Haiti I won’t be able to be online all the time. We are not guaranteed to have internet connection 24/7. But when I do I will try to update you as much as I can, by written updates or by pictures. So keep checking your email, facebook or ask someone you know that follows me. If you don’t receive an email from me but you want to, then go to contact, http://dare2-dream.weebly.com/contact.html, and fill out the form.

Last but not least, we still can use your support both in prayer as financially. Some of my students still need some money for their outreach and are trusting God in it to provide. So let me know if you would like to support my team or me. 

Thank all of you who already have been such a blessing to my team and me. I pray that God will bless you in abundance, till the full, till it overflows so we can continue blessing other. (John 10:10; …I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it [a] overflows).
Be blessed and be a blessing!

Bob de Groot









